Principal's Newsletter 04/2010 7 June 2010

Gurice

Ayoba. Parfitt Road is open, parents' cars wear bright national flags in the exam-eased traffic,
our girls have learned the diski, our workers have each received a welcome yellow Bafana T-shirt,
your principal has his tickets and Football Friday has been a feature of our term. The World Cup is
here. So is winter.

Dear Parents

Together with Grey, Eunice will be a designated World Cup parking area. Special floodlights have
been erected and the area will be demarcated and manned by FIFA volunteers. We had meetings
with numerous accommodation brokers over the last year with a view to Eunice's holiday hotel
fund-raising during the World Cup but we decided to sign up with none of them and rather go it
alone. With no team based in Bloemfontein we're hosting 80 FIFA volunteers for 16 days, a number
of overnight stopover groups and we'll be open for business throughout the Bloemfontein leg of the
tournament. We get new bookings every day. After that we'll be hosting 63 hockey teams in a
smart local initiative which will bring U/18, U16 and U14 B and C girls and boys' provincial sides to
Bloemfontein. Our sports staff, especially Mrs Louise Reinecke and Mr Leon van Rensburg will be
busy this holiday. Parents may have mixed feelings about using Eunice House as a Hotel, but I can
assure you that our positive, flexible and entrepreneurial approach, brilliantly managed by Mr Pat
Uys and Ms Pamela Mayiyane, gives Eunice an edge in its drive to be a school with world class
facilities without unpopular and unending school fundraising.

Earlier this month Mr Leon van Rensburg didn't make it to Johannesburg because of a cancelled
flight. (I went to the airport to check because he's not the most willing flyer). He was to have
attended the prestige National Science and Technology Forum dinner at Emperor's Palace where
Eunice was honoured as the only FS school in the top 9 Mathematics and Physical Science school in
SA. It was the third such award in succession - something which should make the Eunice community
very proud. T include the certificate awarded to Eunice as an attachment. It's an impressive
document. It does all the talking. No confusion about trophies here.

Now here's a five star achievement. Dessi Nikolov in Grade 12 has been selected to represent
South Africa in the International Mathematical Olympiad which will take place in Kazakhstan from
5 - 14 July 2010. The South African Mathematics Foundation will cover Dessi's costs. There are 6
teenage Maths boffins in the team. We are referring here to Mathematics of a sublime standard
with Dessi on Skype every day receiving coaching from experts at Universities far and wide. Dessi,
you're an 'Angle’!

Anyone present at Eunice's 135 Birthday Assembly will long remember Margo de Vries's ( Matric
1999) account of her harrowing parachute accident; Grade 8 speaker Yumna Kalla's impressive
message; Rize van Rooyen's moving holocaust poem; Peter Ross (Saints) and David Langford's
(Grey) charismatic greetings to Eunice; the endearing presence of Pre-Primary's 4 year olds; the
hugely impressive Eunice choir fresh from its A ++ at the Kunswedstryd; and the symbolic balloons
released by our Matrics at the quad fountain. The Assembly did Eunice and its girls proud.



Amid stiff competition at the Bloemfontein Kunswedstryd at Grey College on Wednesday evening 5
May, the newly reconstituted Eunice choir, gave clear notice that they are aiming at a very high
standard. Their performance earned them an A ++ which put Eunice and Grey on top with our two
other local girls' schools closely behind us at A +. Congratulations to our girls, Mrs Retha Visser,
Mrs Elza Vosloo and choir manager, Mrs Mag Marais.

Following an investigation into our Mathematics and Physical Science results over some years,
Standard Bank has made a R 50 000 donation to these subjects. Following our Anglo sponsorship of
R 700 000 to Eunice Mathematics in 2009/2010 the need is obviously in the field of Physical
Science. This donation has been used to purchase three Smart interactive white boards for the
three Physical Science teachers. This was a national Standard Bank initiative which targeted 114
schools which are successful in producing quality previously disadvantaged, potential scarce -
skilled graduates.

On Tuesday, 11 May Eunice hosted the Rotary Careers Day. Nearly 500 Grade 11s from Eunice, St
Andrew's, St Michael's, Oranje and Brebner spent two hours in over 40 different groups each
facilitated by a practising professional specially recruited by the Bloemfontein Raadzaal Rotary
Club. Grade 11s had the chance to interact with three such professionals in first, second and third
choice sessions. Thanks to Dr Don Paine, co-ordinator of the project, Mrs Maureen Botha and Mrs
June Norval for catering, Rotarians and the participating professionals.

The revolutionary interface technology of the School Communicator makes it an amazingly fast and
free way of reaching a wider school community The feedback from parents, and especially boarder
parents, has been overwhelmingly positive. But the damn thing can be very irritating popping up
every morning like an unwelcome advertisement. I't needs to tell a new story on prefty much a daily
basis to be effective. The RESOURCES and GALLERY options are so powerful while it's the NEWS
which needs to catch the eye. Please be sure to refturn those CDs. However, anyone can download
the communicator at www.school-communicator.com.
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A very lucky group of 44 Eunice girls leave fomorrow for their long awaited European Tour. Every
second year Mrs Mag Marais and her husband, Francois, put fogether a highly educational and
magical tour on the same tried and tested itinerary. They fly via Cairo to Rome and on to Assisi,
Florence, Pisa, Lido di Jesolo (Venice), Chamonix, Paris, Calais, London and home via Cairo. Some of
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their included extras are the Vatican, Collosseum, Roman Forum, Accademia ( Florence)glass
factory and gondola ride ( Venice), Mout Blanc, the Louvre, Eiffel Tower, perfume museum,
Eurodisney, Eurostar, Thames cruise, Science Museum, Madame Tussauds, Globe Theatre, Sister
Act at the Palladium and the London Eye! The group includes Dr and Mrs Paine and four of the girls’
parents.

Eunice's 10 year old Leader Project has been completed for the year 2010. Our 165 girls were
divided into 15 groups. After a day's training, careful planning and caring involvement the groups
implemented their plans. Each group was given R 1 500 to get them going (this project is funded by
Mrs Marais' Christmas Market.) An awards assembly will be held next term. What impresses me
about our ten year old Leader Project initiative is:

e the inclusivity: the way we can persuade almost every single one of our matrics to
participate.

e the exposure: there is real educational value in opening minds and informing
opinion by exposing girls fo the country's dire needs in such a personal way.

e the whole school commitment: Mrs Marais gives so much of her time, her
creativity and her gift for quality planning to our Leader Project vision, but it
requires substantial involvement from teachers and support staff in terms of
time, co-ordination, guidance, resources and, especially, school transport.

e the value: whereas our projects make a difference in communities according to
varying degrees of effectiveness, our girls gain an experience which adds value to
their CV's and allows them to speak with sincerity and detail when it comes to
selection interviews. We get substantial feedback on this advantage.

e the experience: so much of our universities' focus these days is on service
learning and our girls have such an edge in this regard when they put their Leader
Project experience to use in a tertiary context.

Below is a summary of the 15 Leader Projects which our 2010 matric class have undertaken. We
are not altogether happy with the overall standard this year. We will spend time reviewing and
refining our plans for 2011.

1. Euphoria ( Teacher: Karin Kok; Co-ordinator: Dinki Kroukamp)

This group arranged a unique fun day for the children of the Bolokanang Youth Care Centre at Pellies Park.
The children were led through four activity stations; material painting where they made pillowcases; track
races with a real starting gun!; a popular jumping castle; a food stall where, among other delights, the
children decorated their own cupcakes.

2. Mamma’s House ( Teacher: Leanne Singh; Co-ordinator: Lauren Dell)

Mamma’s House is a house for abandoned children and young prostitutes. This group decided to provide the
home with a vegetable garden. The girls planted seedlings, made creative plastic watering cans, painted
vegetable name boards. They also revamped a table tennis table, gave the house a new name board, provided
10 blankets and a supply of food.

3. Peace to Kgotsong ( Teacher: Mrs Norah Tuckett;Co-ordinator: Michaella Morphis)

Partnering with a group of UFS Medical students, these girls targeted the Khotsong Creche in Mangaung
which serves 36 children between the ages of 2 — 6 from 08:30 — 16:00. The girls themselves sewed 18
purple covers for the foam mattresses. They laid a brick square outside the classroom and painted hopscotch
in a variety of colours, donated and decorated big dustbins, installed 4 old school chalkboards, new plates,
cups and spoons, and a new book-laden corner. Each child received a long sleeve T-shirt, beanie, activity
books, crayons and, of course, chips and colddrinks.
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4. Shooting the Stars ( Teacher: Mrs Rani Schutte; Co-ordinator: Martiné van der Merwe)

This group of sportswomen decided to arrange a coaching outing for the children of Tjhabelang school.
Besides donating poles and hockey sticks, the girls invited the school to Eunice. They also donated books,
clothes, food ,stationery packs and the girls arranged fun activities on the astro and netball courts. There was
a prizegiving, certificates, photos; dancing and plenty of Energade!

5. Hands On ( Teacher: Mrs Hester Steyn; Co-ordinator: Imanuella Muller)

This group went out to Oreratile Adra Care to prepare and share a delicious meal as a token of fellowship.
Besides the usual face painting, games and food donation, the girls prepared a traditional braai consisting of
boerewors, chicken and chops with pap and sous, spaghetti and salads. Why wasn’t I invited!

6. Harvesting Hope ( Teacher: Mrs Sandra van Rensburg; Co-ordinator: Marnette Brewis)

Also partnering with the UFS (Prof LD van Rensburg; Dept of Soil, Crop and Climate Sciences) this group
provided very technical and practical assistance to the Yadé Tuistes’ vegetable garden in the form of a rain
harvesting project. These girls dug holes for pipes, installed a 25 00 Jojo Tank, fitted taps and provided
seedlings and fertilizer. This project will be extended and enlarged by post-grad agriculture students.

7. Building on Beliefs ( Teacher: Dr Don Paine; Co-ordinator: Abigaile Nel)

The group focused on giving physical, practical and emotional assistance to the Norah Day Care Centre.
Some girls did the painting while others worked on making colouring-in and songbooks. Besides the
customary party, the girls entertained the children and presented a parcel to each one.

8. Headstart ( Teacher: Mrs Joy Kroon; Co-ordinator: Bojosi Morule)

This year’s theme was ‘Sharing Your Talent’” and this group took the challenge literally and very practically.
They made themselves available to the learners of Headstart High School for two hour sessions on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. To solve textbook issues they compiled a pack of study notes for 4 modules as well as past
exam papers. In Maths they’ve covered financial mathematics, exponents, number systems and patterns; and
in Science: organic chemistry and projectile motions.

9. The Mommy Helpers ( Teacher: Mrs Mag Marais Co-ordinator: Santi Wu)

Helping a baby créche was not an easy mission for this group as there were a number of mishaps in store
such as transport and a colour dispute regarding the painting. But the girls rallied together and made baby
wraps and curtains for the six rooms. They also arranged a stalk tea/ baby shower with special items for each
baby.

10. Hofana ( Teacher: Mrs Nadine Honiball; Co-ordinator: Margo Fargo)

The Talitha Cumi Children Centre in Heidedal was the focus of this group’s attention. Five activities were
arranged: girls manned a colouring table, face painting, clay modelling, soccer ,netball and dancing. The girls
used their newly acquired diski dancing skills to allow the children to experience the soccer fever.

11. Stepping Stones ( Teacher: Mrs Mag Marais; Co-ordinator: Tshogofatso Toolo)

Another Tutor Class group. For a period of eight weeks these girls offered two hour classes on Mondays and
Wednesdays to the matrics at Sehunelo High School. In the first two weeks they covered six subjects and
then narrowed them down to 4 for the last month to ensure maximum assistance.

12. Imphamiseng ( Teacher: Mrs L Neethling; Co-ordinator: Megan van Gensen)

Batho Primary School has been recently upgraded by the Province. This group provided a range of
interesting extras: they painted the front wall of the school, provided carpets, poufs, (filled) bookshelves,
educational toys, posters and stationery. Furthermore they provided on —going computer training (and books)
to Batho’s teachers in Eunice’s IT Lab. On their presentation day they painted dustbins, ran a Batho’s Got
Talent Show, introduced the children to public speaking and to the Diski. When the Premier opened the
revamped school, our girls were invited!
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13. Because They’re Awesome ( Teacher: Mrs Marthie de Wet; Co-ordinator: Lisa Holtzhausen)

This group used their drama skills to bring to life a variety concert presented by the children of Lebone Land.
Using the children themselves as actors and directors, the show included drama pieces, songs of praise,
folksongs and gumboots. Their lasting contribution to Lebone Land was the donation of two microphones,
two speakers, an amplifier and a mixer.

14. Perisseou ( Teacher: Mrs Shomenay Wesso; Co-ordinator: Heidemarie Christ)

Spending three afternoons at the Perisseou Creche, the girls repainted the playground and front wall of the
créche. They sponsored a plumber’s work on the créche’s toilets and made curtains and toilet covers and
mats. An afternoon of varied activities and donations was enjoyed by both Eunice girls and the Creche
children.

15. Young at Heart ( Teacher: Mrs Mag Marais; Co-ordinator: Jessica Woodrow)

Taking time with the elderly was the theme of this group. They went out of their way to pamper, spoil and
entertain the senior citizens of Mooihawe Old Age Home. Spending quality time with the ladies, the girls
gave them hand messages and manicures, arranged both a bracelet making afternoon and a cupcake icing
session. Throughout the project they forged special relationships with the ladies and learned valuable life
lessons.

Totally on their own initiative our matrics, for the second year now, arrange what they call the
Matric Promise. In committing themselves to Eunice's high standards all 165 girls gathered in a
circle on the field, fixed a small note detailing their goals o a helium-filled balloon, listened to a
motivational speaker from their own ranks (Laura Ann Fox) and fo a promise written and read by
Duduetsang Kodisang before their balloons' upwardly mobile journey.

Our Father and Daughter Dinner, planned for Thursday night, 5 August is our PA’s
one major initiative this year which challenges our parents to involve themselves in
our school in the company of their daughters. The cost is R 160 per couple. Come on
Dads, take the initiative, score some points, don’t wait to be persuaded. This is not a
fundraiser. It’s a project our PA considers important.

Bookings at Liza-Anne Meyer

It was a busy sports term which began with the long journey to the National Girls’ Schools' Festival
in Stellenbosch ( 23 - 26 April) in a packed bus. But it was certainly worthwhile. Both our hockey
and tennis girls came out on fop in tough competition which included 20 top Girls' Schools’
throughout South Africa. Playing stylish, structured hockey despite losing 4 senior players to SA
schools and FS U/21, our girls played 13 games and conceded only 1 goal on the road to the final
against the host school, Rhenish whom we beat 1 - 0. Thalia Kritzas was the player of the
tournament, Kerry Trebble our top goal scorer and Nicole Walraven our standout player in defence.

The tennis girls cruised to the final with convincing victories over Clarendon ( EL), Collegiate ( PE),
Durban Girls' High School, Parktown ( JHB) and Potchefstroom. In the final they came up against
Bloemhof from Stellenbosch. We had beaten them twice in 2010 at both Sun City in January and
the Gerrie Berner Tournament in Paarl in March. Those victories were facilitated by the presence
of Christi Potgieter. Without Christi on Federation Cup duty in Armenia, Marizanne Bouwer made
the court her own and earned the honour of player of the tournament. Having drawn the singles 2 -
2 against Bloemhof our girls combined well to take both doubles matches and the National Girls'
Schools’ title. The squash girls also reached the semi finals where they were narrowly beaten by
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Collegiate ( PE). Suné Seale, Eunice's number 1 squash player and a top 10 SA U /19 player, was
named one of the fop 5 players of the tournament. The chess girls were narrowly beaten into
second place with Anjurie de Wet being joint player of the tournament and Lechelle Badenhorst
unbeaten on the number 2 board. Our public speaking and debating girls were kept extremely busy
preparing and competing from morning till night. Headgirl, Nnete Malebo, was our stand out
speaker.The Netball girls made the semi finals where they were narrowly beaten by Paarl Girls'
High 28- 26 after being down 11 - 2. They had won 6 out of 7 pool matches. Joané Bredenkamp was
our stand out player. She was named defender of the tournament with Ashleigh Botha earning one
of the tournaments 2 commendations for Sportsmanship.

7 Eunice girls were selected on 215" May to represent the FS U/ 18 A Hockey team. They are
Chanel Bekker, Lisette du Plessis, Nika Nel (all SA U/18 players), Lau- Maré Naude, Thalia Kritzas,
Shevaun Botha and Basetsana Motsapi. Other Free state representatives ar U/18 B:Kerry Trebble,
Martiné van der Merwe,Carla Venter,Chrisna Honiball , Minjon van Tonder and Juanita Jacobs ; U/16
A: Nicole Walraven, Jeanne Myburgh, Jacqui Ras and Lindie Meyer, U/16 B:Mieke Louw, Emé
Brussouw, Louise Deacon, Estelle van Heerden, Marisse Whitehead and Carla Gouveia; U/16 C:
Cindy Hayward, Natasha Goodrich and Carmen Honiball; U/14 A: Marizen Marais, Eamon Azar Zinia
Viljoen, El- Roche Oerson, Shanay Solomon, Kleintjie Magano and Chané Hartel; U/14 B: Reechelle
van der Walt, Bryony Rous and Elani van Coller; U/14 C: Ria Wagner, Corné Naude, Ria Wessels,
J'Marie Kloppers, Diane Butler and Megan York.

On 14 / 15 May we hosted our annual derby against Pretoria High School for Girls. Nearly 400 girls
and staff arrived in 7 buses and stayed in local accommodation (Reyneke Park, Lakeview,
Guesthouses).Unlike Grey we host only once a year and travel once. But we do it in style hosting all
our guests and our boarders in the Eunice House dining room. Unfortunately the first team netball
match had to be cancelled due to a wet surface. Let me do justice to all the results. Eunice won the
squash 7 - 5 and the chess 5 - 1. PHSG won the Senior Debate and Eunice won the Junior Debate.
In Public Speaking the Prepared Speeches: PHSG won seniors and Eunice won juniors. Impromptu
Speeches: Eunice won the seniors and juniors. Eunice only lost 1 set in the tennis. The cross
country results were as follows: 15" Danél Prinsloo (Eunice),2™ Anita Lansberg (PHSG), 3™ Jessica
Stevens (Eunice), 4™ Leané Badenhorst (Eunice), 5™ Maryke van Rooyen (Eunice),6™ Bohlaletso
Tetsi (PHSG),7™ Felichia Ntsitsi (PHSG),8™ Elsa Oosthuizen (Eunice)

Hockey : Netball:
U/14D 1-0 U/14D vs PHSG U/14C 2-4
u/14C 2-0 u/14C 15-5
U/14B 4-0 U/14B 18-6
U/14A 3-0 U/14A 13-6
U/16E 0-0 U/15E vs PHSG U/19E 0-16
u/16D 0-8 U/15D vs PHSG U/15C 6-11
u/16C 2-1 U/15C 16 - 18
u/16B 0-1 U/15B 18-12
U/16A 1-0 U/15A 15-11
u/18C 0-2 U/16D vs PHSG U/16C 7-9
u/18B 1-0 u/16C 15-6
Grasshoppers 1-0 U/16B 7-10
Colts 3-0 U/16A 15-3
1" Team 0-0 U/19D 1-13
u/19C 5-8
U/19B 17-4
U/18A DNP
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The Pretoria girls, you'll notice, no longer come by train. We're of f the Clarendon in East London on
30 July and we've been weighing up options in the light of inexplicable developments in the running
of Shozoloza Meyl, South Africa's national passenger train service provider. When we went to East
London in 2008 the train cost us R 150 000.The quote for the train in 2010 is R 445 000. This will
mean a cost of about R 1 400 per pupil! So, we've been forced to investigate the bus option which
obviously includes the added cost of accommodation in East London. The 30 July EL Derby will cost
R 600 per pupil. We'll use the bus option as a carefully planned experiment in 2010 with a view to
making decisions for the future. At the request of parents we have tried to secure luxury buses
rather than the ordinary work-horses. It's not easy to ensure these for such a big group but we'll
try. The added cost of the luxury option will be borne by the school.

Eunice's full time netball organizer and first team coach, Ms Dorette Badenhorst, has been
appointed coach of the SA U/21 team. She recently coached the FS U/19 team which won the
inter provincial championships and she is also the defence coach of the Cheetah Netball team
which won the National League last week. In the space of two years she has raised the profile of
the sport at Eunice and has registered victories over the big Bloemfontein Afrikaans schools. At
last we can compete at the highest level. 9 of our 16 teams have qualified for the semi-finals of
their leagues to be played on 20 July. Our young tfeams are coming through and the First Team is
holding its own. First team scores this season: Eunice 27 - 27 Jim Fouche Eunice 22- 30 Sentraal
Eunice 25- 34 Oranje Eunice 19 - 18 Sand du Plessis. Having reached the semis for two years in a
row it was our stated goal in 2010 to break into the Top Three in Bloemfontein. We were
outclassed in our semi-final encounter against Oranje losing 33 - 16, but last Saturday morning we
showed that Eunice netball has arrived. Losing first team captain and goal shooter, Danielle Gouws,
to illness was a blow, but 6Grade 8 shooter Kylin Fourie proved an inspired choice as a replacement.
It was a privilege to be present to watch Eunice go head-to-head with JF and emerge victorious by
a margin of 33 - 27. Third place. Mission accomplished. Thanks girls, Ms Dorette Badenhorst, Mrs
Lanelle Kleinhans and your team of helpers. Incidentally, Kylin has been selected to represent the
free State U/14 A netball team this holiday. This team represents the entire province. Mabu Pula (
U/19), Tebogo Moleme ( U/16) and Ashleigh Botha ( U/17) represented Southern Free State at the
All ages Tournament in Gauteng.

I presume that the temporary traffic solutions provided by the municipality and the contractors
(the university gate through Grey and the Grey/ Eunice access gate) during the major roadworks
project will no longer be available when school reopens after the World Cup. We have some
measure of control over the Badenhorst Street entrance/ exit at Eunice House and we'll endeavour
to keep that open at peak times each day. The contractors tell me that work on the Nelson
Mandela/ Parfitt intersection and the widening of Nelson Mandela (between Melville Drive and
Third Avenue) will commence after the World Cup.

It's a five week holiday. Parents are urged to support the school's zero tolerance policy on hair
colouring and to use the holiday fo clean uniforms, repair shoes and bags and return ready for
school. Grade 11s have been given Matric uniform 2011 letters which require orders by 14 July and
payment by 3 September. Please give attention to this. Here's a letter I've written to matrics
which 6Grades 10 - 11 girls can take to heart, too:

Fi V€ Points for Fi Ve Weeks

1. The FIFA World Cup is slapbang in the middle of your Matric year. It’s a historic celebratory occasion, but it’s also a
diversion from the serious business of building a quality matric. Embrace the patriotic atmosphere; enjoy the world’s
premier football spectacle, but DON’T PACK THE SCHOOLBAG AWAY till 13 July.
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2. Decide what you want in terms of results; what you need in terms of entry to a course; and decide what you need to
do to get there.

3. Make a list of Matric priorities for the holiday, eg. this project or that painting; this setwork or that chapter; that
section you’ve just never fully understood or that extra exam past paper you need to ensure your symbol.

4. Remember that 50 % is non-negotiable in every subject. If you’re not there yet, this is the time to put in that extra
effort.

5. You’re not being challenged to put in 8 hour block days. If you’ve earned it — and most of you have — have a complete
break for 10 days, then get working on your list. You may need just 1 hour a day, maybe two on days when you’re
tackling something big. But, don’t procrastinate. It’s matric; let’s do it

In many ways you are an excellent matric class with talent, enthusiasm and energy. It’s your individual and collective
work ethic which will take you to the next level. Some of our busiest girls are our best performers, too. If you haven’t been
giving your all, now’s the time to show that you’ve got what it takes to get busy with the business of achieving YOUR
matric goals.

Not tfoo many students aspire to be teachers but many career professionals will envy
schoolteachers their 5 week bumper holiday. Believe me our committed teachers, who will continue
to mark exams well into the holiday, richly deserve this vacation bonus. Neither wealth nor status
is the teacher’s lot; an extra fortnight is both welcome and warranted. In many Free State rural
towns the Education Department has arranged consolidation classes in key subjects during the long
holiday.

This is the first year I have no children at University, so after the World Cup matches in
Bloemfontein, Moira and I, are off to Malta for two weeks. Malta is a tiny 25 mile wide island in
the Mediterranean about 60 km from Sicily. Paul is the most common first name in Malta (St Paul
was shipwrecked there) and Cassar is as Maltese as Malema is South African. Enjoy the World Cup
spectacle. I can't wait for the Bafana/France clash in Bloemfontein. My vuvuzela's ready.

Paul Cassar
Headmaster
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